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INGLESIDE — A barge exploded near Ingleside Thursday, but two men on board escaped with only minor injuries in an incident officials said could have been disastrous.

Two men were welding on the crude oil barge, which had trace amounts of crude on board, when a spark likely ignited fumes, causing the explosion, according to Coast Guard and Texas General Land Office officials. The explosion happened shortly after 3 p.m. at the Superior Crude docks.

The men were treated for minor injuries and released, and no measurable amount of crude spilled into the Intracoastal Waterway, said Jimmy Martinez, regional director for the Texas General Land Office.

“We were pretty lucky on this,” he said. “First that no one was killed or seriously injured and even in an explosion of that magnitude the men walked away,” Martinez said. “Also that at the time of the explosion there was no product on board. We could’ve had a huge mess in Red Fish Bay.”

The force of the explosion did throw one of the welders into the bay, but he did not require hospitalization, Martinez said.

The U.S. Coast Guard took one report from a tugboat captain near the barge who said the blast was so strong, it blew out his boat’s windows out.

Martinez said federal, state and local agencies responded and put spill containment booms around the barge to stop the release of any contaminants.

“We did notice one 20 by 50 foot sheen, but that was all the oil we saw,” he said.

Coast Guard workers Thursday were trying to remove the dismantled pieces of the barge, owned by Third Coast Towing.
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CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas – Coast Guard crews are responding to a barge explosion that occurred at Superior Docks in Ingleside, Thursday.

Two men were treated for minor injuries and released. Bystanders rescued one man, who was thrown into the water when the barge exploded.

A watchstander at Coast Guard Sector Corpus Christi received a call at 3:12 p.m. from the captain of a tugboat, who reported he had just witnessed a major explosion at Superior Docks. The witness stated that the blast was so strong, it blew his boat’s windows out.

Coast Guard Station Port Aransas dispatched a 25-foot Response Boat – Homeland Security and a 45-foot Response Boat – Medium. The boatcrews secured the area and assisted with recovery efforts. Coast Guard Air Station Corpus Christi launched an HH-65C Dolphin helicopter to survey the damage.

Coast Guard inspectors and investigators are currently on scene, assessing the damage and searching for possible pollution. The cause of the explosion is still under investigation.
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